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Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not
last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 1 Cor. 9:25 (NIV)

Last month, the news was filled with stories from the Olympic
Games held in Japan. Not being a sports enthusiast, I didn’t pay
much attention to who was getting the gold, or which country
had accumulated the most medals. But I was attracted to how the
International Olympic Committee had modified its motto,
“Faster, Higher, Stronger” to include the word “Together”,
highlighting the need for greater unity in these most challenging
of times. Yes, “Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together”. The
original motto, adopted in the 19th century and in Latin, now
reads, “Citius, Altius, Fortius – Communis.” Communis, from
which comes our English word community, a place and space
where we can celebrate and share our diversity within our unity,
where we can fellowship together as one. Our denomination, the United Church of Christ, puts it this
way: “In essentials - unity, in non-essentials - diversity, in all things – love.”
While listening to a religious commentary about the Olympics, the other thing that struck me was the
three original words of the motto. No, they were not “Fastest, Highest, Strongest”, but rather “Faster,
Higher, Stronger”, suggesting the athletes did not have to be the best, but be their best - growing,
breaking through their own barriers, climbing to the next rung on their ladders. All the while improving,
all the while being part of a community that’s intended to be supportive and encouraging of each person,
in the spirit of collaboration.
As we enter the fall season at NBCC, as we come together after being more apart during the summer,
let’s borrow from the Olympics theme on how we are to run the race for Jesus Christ. We each have our
gifts, we together have gifts, and day by day these gifts can increase, so long as we commit – like those
athletes – to do and be our very best, which in our case involves improving our Christian character, what
we say and what we do, following in the footsteps of our Teacher, always supported and strengthened by
our Divine Coach! Let’s train as disciples, ready to grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ,
ready to be open to new ideas and new possibilities for our own lives and for the life of this Church, all
the while maturing in our faith. And let’s be ready to encourage others to become part of this
community, so that together, we can accomplish more and more than ever before!
Much like the Olympic torchbearers, you likewise have a torch to carry, bringing the Light of Christ to
the dark places of your life, the lives of others, and this world. As Jesus reminds us in Matthew 5, “You
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.”
“Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together!” May it be so! Amen.
Love,
Vance

From YOUR

– MODERATOR

JOANNE PALMIERI

Please Join us for Worship on Homecoming Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 10:00 AM
in the Sanctuary. Invite a friend to church or a family member who hasn’t joined us in
a while. Come hear about the kick off plans for outdoor Sunday School in the Fall and
future plans for a safe environment for indoor Sunday School with the wearing of masks
and social distancing.

All church members are asked to join us with the “Fall Church Cleanup”, which will
take place on Saturday, September 11 from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please bring any
outside tools, rakes, clippers, garden gloves, etc. to help spruce up grounds of our
church.
Hope to see everyone on clean-up day and as we kick off a new church year.
Blessings.
Joanne Pamieri

A MOMENT
TO PAUSE

When did we stop just doing things
for the love of God and for the love
of our brothers and sisters? Let’s get
back to that.
~ fran v. giambalvo

The Leadership Board and the Members of the North Branford Congregational Church
would like to officially thank Rob Woytowich, Director of Wee Care for his
implementation of the wonderful improvements to our building. The carpeting and
bathroom renovations are truly a blessing. Thank you Rob for all you do. We are
blessed to have you in our building and in our lives.

NEW TESTAMENT

Please join us as we continue Bible Study
on the Old Testament of “Leviticus.”
Please join us, September 2 and 16 at 6:30 PM as we once again
sit together with our - Bible friends - in our church Chapel
to resume our study of the ‘New Testament’.
Any questions please email Jennifer: bellmad1@aol.com

Please note:
EVERYONE MUST WEAR A MASK

Dear Church Family,
This note is to remind everyone that NBCC has a Pastoral Relations Committee.
The primary function of the Pastoral Relations Committee is to support and
maintain an open relationship between the congregation and the ordained, called
pastor. The Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) focuses on the relationships
between congregants and pastor which enable the tasks of ministry to be carried
out faithfully and joyfully with a minimum of friction and stress. This is a
confidential committee that requires a high degree of trust among members and
pastor. Our committee consists of:
Donna Cropley (Chair)
Connie Miessau
Gerry Borgenson
Arnie Palmieri

donna.cropley@gmail.com
connienbcc@gmail.com
gerry@borgenson.com
arnjo_45@hotmail.com

Please feel free to be in contact with us to share any concerns or comments you
may have, knowing that everything is held in strict confidence.

TWENTY YEARS AGO,
LET US NEVER FORGET 9/11
As we approach September 11th, 2021, let us not forget the September 11th of
20 years ago. For it was on that tragic day that terrorists flew their planes into
the Twin Towers in New York, and into the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
which killed over two thousand people and left devastation in our beloved
country. But we Americans stood firmly together and let it be known that we
will never let our country down or have anyone bully us into thinking we are
not the greatest, because we are stronger than most, we are survivors, and we
are fighters when it comes to our freedom!
It is important that we remember what happened to our country on that September
day as if it were yesterday and not 20 years ago. If we choose to let that tragic day
fade, we might also let the memory of those who lost their lives fade - regular
individuals like you and me, many who were just starting another typical work
day. For that reason alone, we must always remember to “Never Forget” all of the
heroes who came to our aid that day and for days after; the firefighters, the police
officers, the EMTs, the armed forces, and all of the civilians who worked together
to save lives. This tragedy had us all working side-by-side regardless of race or
religion. TOGETHER we became a more powerful and stronger America, and we
were able to overcome what some thought we might never overcome.
With each passing day let us pray to God that He will keep watch over us and our
Nation. Let us also remember to truly “Never Forget” and to share this story with
our children and our grandchildren, so that they may pass it down even to their
children allowing them to all know the strength that comes from within and how
trials can be overcome. One Nation, Under God! May God bless the United States
of America!
~fran v. giambalvo

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DONATIONS
If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary or live streaming on Facebook,
remember because of you, our church family, your weekly offerings make it
possible to keep our church doors open.
Your weekly donation or annual pledges can be mailed directly to the
church or through PayPal.
By Mail:
North Branford Congregational Church
P.O. Box 410
1680 Foxon Road
North Branford, CT 06471
attn. church treasurer
By PayPal:
Go onto our Facebook page and follow the
directions or call Jen at 203.645.3107 if you need
further instructions.
If you have questions, please contact:
Jennifer Downer at 203.645.3107 - bellmad1@aol.com or
Nancy Bodwell at 203.481.9925 - nancbodwell@yahoo.com

Some of us have been blessed with so much
and it takes so little to reach out to say
“I am here for you!”
MONTHLY MEETINGS FOR SEPTEMBER
Worship committee will meet on Tuesday, September 7 at 7:00 pm
Leadership board meeting is on Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30 pm
Congregational Quarterly Meeting Sunday, September 26 following church service
Agenda - Revised By-Laws, Holly Fair, and any other matters duly brought before the
Congregation at that time

CLOTHING SHED IS NOW OPEN
The clothing donation shed is located in the parking lot of the church, it’s designed to give our
members and neighbors a uniquely clean, convenient, and well-cared-for option to donate their
used clothing. St. Pauly Textile Inc., the company that has provided the shed, partners with
businesses and various organizations to distribute donated items both here in the U.S. and
worldwide, where they’re ultimately re-worn by people who need them. NBCC receives
funding for donated clothing, allowing us ways to maintain and expand our ministries.
TOPS
TOPS exercise program meets every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.
TO CONTACT THE PASTOR
Please know that you can contact Vance by calling him for an urgent need, pastoral conversation,
or if you have information that would be helpful for him to know about our church family and
the wider community. Leave a confidential message for Vance on his office phone (203-4888456, ext.1), or you may call/text his cell phone (860-480-3307).

GET TO KNOW OUR CHURCH
Live Streaming Worship On-Line! Are you are unable to attend Sunday Worship but would
still like to feel the closeness of your church family? Just click on the following link below to
watch our Worship Live on Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. With this link you can also watch a
recap of any past Sunday worships you might have missed. Remember, your church family is
never far away! Click on this link - www.Facebook.com/CTNBCC

SEPTEMBER
3: David Cattaruzza
13: Deedee Bagley & Maria Berte
15: Jennifer Ramsay
19: Scott Small & Kaitland Berube
21: Louise Mason
26: Diane Small
28: Lana Miessau

Forgotten anyone on our birthday list
please call the church office at
203.488.8456 and let Fran know!
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SEPTEMBER 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDY
1

THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4

6:30 PM
BIBLE
STUDY

5

6

10:00 am Worship
Communion Service

OFFICE CLOSED

HAPPY
LABOR DAY

7
OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 pm TOPS

7:30 pm AA

8

9

7:00 pm NA
10

11
9:00 am –
2:00 pm
CHURCH
CLEAN-UP
DAY

7:00 PM
Worship meeting

7:00 pm NA
12

13

10:00 am Worship

OFFICE CLOSED

14

6:00 pm TOPS

7:30 pm AA

15

16

17

18

OFFICE CLOSED
HOMECOMING
SUNDAY

6:30 PM
BIBLE
STUDY

6:30 PM
Leadership
Board Meeting

6:00 pm TOPS
19

16

10:00 am Worship

17

22

7:30 pm AA
23

7:00 pm NA
24

25

OFFICE CLOSED
OFFICE CLOSED

7:30 pm AA
26

27

10:00am Worship

OFFICE CLOSED

28

6:00 pm TOPS
29

30

7:00 pm NA

6:00 pm TOPS

7:30 pm AA

OFFICE CLOSED

Everyday…
~ pray for someone who is alone ~
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The North Branford Congregational Church, UCC
1680 Foxon Road, PO Box 410, North Branford, CT 06471
The ministers of this parish are all of its members.
Assisting them in their ministries are:

Church Administrator ……………………………………….…………….Fran Giambalvo
LEADERSHIP BOARD:
Pastor ……………………………………………….……………….......…......Vance Taylor
Moderator ………………………………………….………….….……...... Joanne Palmieri
Business Manager ………………………………….……………….……Jonathan Bodwell
Treasurer ………………………………………….……………….………Jennifer Ramsay
Recording Secretary ……………………………………………….…….... Laurie Vincent
Worship…………………………....…………Gerry Borgerson & Arnie Palmieri co-chairs

OFFICERS:
Financial Secretary ……………….…………………………………….......Nancy Bodwell
Asst. Financial Secretary…………….……………………………………..Ginny Montelius
Clerk.…….……………………………………………………………….….Marcia Duenkel
Church office hours are Wednesday—Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
(or with the Pastor at your convenience), 203.488.8456
Parish Visitor articles must be in the office by the 15th of the month
Please leave in the church admins mailbox in the office, or
e-mail to nobfdcong@sbcglobal.net,

No Matter Who You Are,
No Matter Where You Are on Life’s Journey,
You are Welcome Here!
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